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And when he came to himself, I bowed before him.
and told him who I was, and explained to him the
state of the case, and asked him for his ward. Then
that old man said slowly: Take her: she is thine.
For all this tallies exactly with a dream which I had
concerning her: and beyond a doubt, that Remover
of Difficulties would never have dropped thee, as it
were, from the sky, so strangely and so abruptly into
her mouth, had it not been his express intention to
unite you. And what the deity desires, let us not
oppose, for he is wise*. And yet, O King, many times
in this lower world have mortals, blinded by their
fate, asked for something, and rejoiced to obtain it,
which, could they have foreseen the future, they would
have striven at all costs or hazards to avoid: and it
may be, that both this maiden and thyself are in-
stances in point

So that old sage spoke, as if to warn me of the
future; gifted, by reason of his austerities, with insight
and prophetic skill. But I disregarded it, putting his
words, like wind, aside, as prompted by the natural
despondency of age. And I said: O father, I accept
thy gift, and venerate thy wisdom. But as for the
future, who can tell, or who can escape the destiny
that is written on his brow?

Then said that old far-seeing sage: Happy the wife

* Ganapati is the god of wisdom.